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March 11, 2014

The Right Honourable Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P. Prime Minister of Canada
Langevin Block
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A2

Re: National inquiry into missing and murdered Indigenous women in Canada

Dear Prime Minister:

The University of Victoria Law Students' Society hereby calls for a national inquiry into missing
and murdered Indigenous women in Canada. 

We make this call in the wake of the tragic murder of Loretta Saunders, an Inuk woman from
Labrador. Loretta's slaying has deeply affected our community, and countless others throughout
the country. As the mourning of Loretta's death continues, we must join the growing call for a
national inquiry.

This inquiry should be funded by the federal government. It should involve national Indigenous
organizations  such  as  Pauktuutit  Inuit  Women  of  Canada,  Native  Women's  Association  of
Canada, Assembly of First Nations and the Métis National Council. The inquiry should also draw
directly on the work of these organizations.

The national inquiry must lead to recommendations and real action which will be followed and
undertaken by the relevant levels of government.

Hundreds of aboriginal women have been murdered or gone missing since the 1960s. In 2013,
James Anaya, a United Nations human rights investigator called for a national inquiry into this
issue after conducting research and interviews with indigenous peoples and government officials
throughout the country. No inquiry occurred.

The systemic roots which have manifested in the disappearance and deaths of Indigenous women
in this country can no longer go ignored. A national inquiry is a pressing and necessary step to
quell this unending tragedy.

We urge you to initiate this national inquiry posthaste.

Yours Sincerely,

Yianni Pappas-Acreman, on behalf of the UVic Law Students' Society
President – University of Victoria Law Students' Society
Juris Doctor Candidate 2014
University of Victoria – Faculty of Law


