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HOT ON THE DOCKET
LSS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & ELECTIONS
The LSS Annual General Meeting will take place this Tuesday, March 12th at
lunch in room 152. We will begin with election speeches at 12:30 pm, followed
by a budget breakdown and update from our Vice President of Finance. As a
society, we call on our peers to join and participate in our meeting once a year.
Come be a part of the process and support your friends and colleagues running
for next year’s board!
Elections will run from Monday, March 18th, until March 22nd at 9:00 am. If
you are unable to attend elections speeches, you can check out the candidates’
bios at the end of this newsletter!
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33RD ANNUAL SLAUGHTER CUP
The time has come for the 33rd Annual Slaughter Cup! For the uninitiated, this
is the annual grudge match between the UVic and UBC Law rugby
clubs. Come cheer on the teams as they defend their titles.
Games: Come on down to Wallace field (UVic Campus) on Saturday March
16th at 1:00pm to cheer on your friendly neighbourhood rugby club!
Party: Join the UVic and UBC players at the Bay St. Armory for the Slaughter
Cup After-party. Doors open at 8:00pm.
TICKETS: Tickets for the after-party will be on sale March 11th and 12th @
lunch, $10/ticket. No tickets necessary for the games.

HOT ON THE DOCKET
CLARK WILSON: THE STUDENT'S GUIDE TO LAW FIRM
SUCCESS

If you had as many bucks in your wallet as
you did outside your classroom, you’d have
give or take six bucks

IDEAS FOR NEXT WEEK?
If you have an event you want to
advertise, information to disseminate,
hilarious content to entertain your
fellow students, or cool photos to share,
please don't be shy to send it in for
inclusion in next week's issue.
Contact Afsana Allidina
General Secretary lss@uvic.ca
PLEASE SUBMIT CONTENT BY
SATURDAY NIGHT

Tues, Mar 19 | 12:30pm-1:30pm | FR 158 | Build Your Own Burrito lunch
provided
Andrea Rayment from Clark Wilson LLP will join the BLA to offer
practical advice on how to: (1) set yourself up for success from Day 1 in your
first law firm job; and (2) deal with common challenges—from work rustling to
work juggling, and everything in between. Please RSVP at
https://bit.ly/2Tvyr5v.
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Fridge Cleaning

Mark your calendars - fridges will be cleaned on the following
dates this semester. Please label your containers with your
name and date so that they are not disposed of.
• Thursday, March 14th
• Thursday, March 28th
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WHAT DOES IT ALL MEME?
Content of varying degrees of hilarity, related to the law school experience

Meet Your Candidates
For 2019-2020 LSS & Committee Positions
Candidates for LSS President (One Position)
Hi, I’m Nico. You’ve probably seen me at the library’s standing desks or at the most inconvenientlyplaced locker in the building. Perhaps you’ve watched me unwrap my homemade energy bars in
class or sneaking out the front door to squeeze a run in between classes.
In my 1L year, I co-chaired the 1L Community Conference, MC’ed FemLaw’s Women in Law
panel, and spent considerable time learning to be okay with being an average law student! I also ran
Varsity Cross Country (#GoVikesGo).
In the summer, I pushed pause on law-life on hold and returned to the bush for my sixth summer
planting trees.

Nico Bernardi

This year, my involvement in Fraser has ranged from Podcast Manager of the Appeal Law Journal to
Wilson Mooter to FemLaw co-President.
I would love to see more cohesion, communication and inclusiveness in the LSS and the student
body more generally. I believe honesty, collaboration and the ability to ask for help are super
important.
If I was to aspire to become a particular type of cheese, it would be CheeseWhiz* because it is
consistent, long-lasting, accessible, unpretentious, and inclusive. I think these qualities are super
important for every student council representative to have.
*I do not endorse the consumption of CheeseWhiz nor am I sponsored by this company.

Hello everyone! My name is Julia Genovese, and I would like to be your Law Students’ Society
President. I am an animal-loving, skydiving, ex-motor manufacturer with a killer work ethic, that I
have exemplified through commitment to my previously held LSS positions: 1L and Career Options
Rep. I am determined to take the knowledge and experience I have gained through these positions to
ensure that the 2019-2020 academic year is one of the best the LSS has ever had. If elected President,
I would like to:

Julia Genovese

•
•
•

Increase the transparency of Board meetings, and reintroduce the UVic Law yearbook.
Strengthen ties with the local community through fundraising events, such as a Student Art
Auction with profits going to TAPS and the Victoria Sexual Assault Centre.
Encourage more collaboration between clubs, ILSA, and the LSS.

I would love the opportunity to volunteer on the LSS one last time.

Candidates for LSS Vice President Student Affairs (One Position)

Emily Beggs

Linette Lubke

LSS icon Emily Beggs, celebrated Social Coordinator and 1L ILSA rep, is willing to be your Vice
President of Student Affairs. Not rain, nor sleet, nor co-op positions have stopped her from working
tirelessly throughout the past two years, bringing you inclusive events accessible to those at all stages
of life and massively increasing campus taco presence. She has vowed to make this upcoming year
her best yet. She first wants to increase transparency and accessibility to the board, remaining
approachable to anyone interested in change within the school. Next, she wants to ensure that ILSA
is treated as the same level of student organization as the LSS. Her third goal is to increase
collaboration between the LSS and the student body. If you have any questions please do not hesitate
to reach out to her.
Hi everyone, my name is Linette Lubke and I am currently in 2L. This year I became involved in the
on-campus community through my role as a Program Coordinator for Pro Bono Students Canada. I
took on this position because of my passion for access to justice, but also because I wanted to
provide students with unique opportunities to make a difference and become engaged in the
community. This position required me to be highly organized, liaise with students and community
partners, prepare and manage budgets, secure funding, and plan events, while also monitoring and
offering support to a team of 60 volunteers. While I believe these skills make me qualified for a
position on the LSS Executive, I think what will truly make me a good VP are my values of honesty,
integrity, and inclusiveness. I believe that through respect, openness, and communication, we can
work more effectively together to create a welcoming and inclusive environment at the law school,
and ultimately foster a connected student body. I look forward to having a chance to both represent
students and to work alongside the other LSS board members to help create an amazing 2019-2020
academic year.

Candidates for LSS Vice President Communications (One Position)
Hi! My name is Katie Dakus, and I am currently a 2L who cannot believe the past two years have
gone by so quickly. I am so excited to be running for VP Communications, and I truly believe I have
the qualifications and experience needed to help the LSS thrive. Before coming to law school, I
worked as the head Canskate Coordinator for a figure skating club in my hometown. This position
involved constant communication and coordination with executive members, volunteers, parents and
other coaches, as well as planning and executing monthly events for over 200 athletes. In addition, I
managed all social media platforms and the website for two of my former employers.

Katie Dakus

Please feel free to approach me in the halls about any questions you may have- I look forward to
answering them and to showing you why you should vote for me for your VP!
Hi! I’m Maddie Lusk, and I’m excited to be running for VP Communications. Originally from
Toronto, I graduated from McGill with a Bachelor of Social Work. I also have a Master’s of Social
Work, and in the three years prior to coming to UVic I was working as a child and family trauma
therapist at a non-profit organization. Thanks to this experience I have learned how to be an attentive
listener, advocate for people’s needs, and work collaboratively. I spend my downtime admiring other
people’s dogs, attempting to cook complicated recipes, and reading about astrology.

Maddie Lusk

As your current 1L Representative, I have worked hard to improve our community through fostering
more open channels of communication, advocating for our community's interests, and engaging in
creative problem-solving - I’m definitely not afraid to challenge the status quo. I am organized,
conscientious, and very outgoing, all of which are an asset when acting as the liaison between the
LSS and the greater legal community. As your VP Communications, I will encourage additional
transparency and accountability within the LSS, working hard so that any decisions made about our
community aren’t made without our community.
If you want to ask me anything in person, I’m more than happy to talk!

Candidate for LSS Vice President of Finance (One Position)
Hello! I’m Kirsty Hobbs and I am running for VP Finance. A little bit about myself – I am originally
from Yellowknife, NT and completed 3 years of a Mathematics/Statistics degree before transferring
to my ultimate passion – Criminology! During my math degree, I worked for 3 years on and off as an
accountant for a local newspaper in Yellowknife, run by Northern News Services. As a member of
both ILSA and the Criminal Law Club, I have experience working well with others and being a part
of the financial decision-making process.

Kirsty Hobbs

I have experience in both accounts payables and receivables which will greatly assist me in this
position. As VP Finance, I will ensure that there is a high level of transparency with the LSS
financial records. I value fairness, transparency, and accountability and I hope to bring this to my
position with the LSS.
When I’m not at Fraser I am usually training for marathons, desperately trying to be a good plantmom, and venturing into vegan recipes!
If you want to talk to me in person, feel free to come find me! FYI I am the short girl always dressed
in black or wearing a band tee.

Candidate for General Secretary (One Position)
Vote for me or don’t. I don’t care and no one else is running. I take nice notes (Helvetica 9 pt.
exclusively).

Leila Gaind
Candidates for Health and Wellness Representative (One Position)
Greetings,
My name is Preet Dhaliwal and I am a second-year law student. Prior to enrolling in law school, I
worked as an Office Manager in a manufacturing company for over four years. Additionally, I spent
three years teaching business at a high school in the Fraser Valley. These positions enabled me to
develop and solidify my management and organizational skills. In addition, I gained excellent
prioritizing and administrative skills, which can be easily transferred to other positions. I currently
volunteer as a Health and Wellness representative for the Law Students’ Society and as a team
member for Pro Bono Students Canada. In my spare time, I love watching movies, snowboarding,
cooking, going to the gym, and spending time with my loved ones.

Preet Dhaliwal

Let’s work together for a better tomorrow for everyone.
Thank you for your time and support!
Preet Dhaliwal, BBA, B.Ed., JD Candidate 2020
I’m a registered nurse passionate about health and wellness. I’m interested in expanding the focus on
wellness and preventative health for our students while at Fraser in accordance with the stressors
specific to law school. I look forward to this opportunity to work with the LSS to make a positive
impact on the UVic Law community.

Sofia Sherrin

Candidate for Equity Representative (One Position)

Afifa Hashimi

My name is Afifa and I am a 2L student. I’m passionate about equality and would be honoured to
serve as your Equity Representative! Prior to attending law school, I completed an undergraduate
degree in Political Science (Honours), with a focus on international politics and women’s rights. I
have experience facilitating social justice workshops, assisting at a pro bono legal clinic in
Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside, and working as a summer community outreach coordinator at a
legal advocacy organization for migrant workers. In my free time, I enjoy attending community
events and participating in anti-oppression initiatives. I care deeply about students’ equity concerns
and I have experience advocating for sexual violence support services for university students and
employment equity for women. I also completed a co-op work term at West Coast LEAF, where I
worked on litigation and law reform projects to advance equality for all women and people who
experience gender-based discrimination. As a current Co-President of FemLaw and participant in the
Racialized Law Students’ Collective and OUTLaws, I am committed to making UVic Law a more
inclusive place. As your Equity Representative, I would work hard to facilitate an inclusive
community environment for all. I would ensure that your equity and diversity concerns, goals, and
ideas are heard and addressed to the best of my ability.

Candidates for Social Coordinators (Two Positions)
Hi everyone! I am running to be one of next year’s social coordinators. Luckily for you, no one is
running against Vyas and I. But you should still vote for me. My best friend in Victoria is an 85 yearold man I met at the dog park, so you can count on me to host events that are welcoming to
everyone—even those of you who, like me, would rather not socialize most of the time. I also have
valuable skills to offer: I am a professional amateur DJ and an aspiring dental hygiene enthusiast.
Everyone wins with Sarah!

Sarah Pringle
Vyas (pronounced like it sounds, obviously) Saran (pronounced like the wrap) is experienced as a
conference & campaign organizer, so joining LSS already feels natural to him – but as they entered
law school, they’ve begun to let their persistent sense of disturbing humour open up and take over,
finding their way into your life via group chats (unless you haven’t invited him yet, in which case,
what are you doing???), roasting you in the hallway, and being part of an incredibly funny and
beautiful team of skit night hosts.
Unless you’re against electing someone with a personality, against filling out the LSS’ diversity
quota, and against picking excellent music (he pledges to play Int’l Players Anthem by UGK feat.
Big Boi and Andre 3000 6 times for every event we host), voting for Vyas ensures that you’ll be
electing an individual who provides the package of someone who both knows how to have fun in this
role with someone who knows how to take care of the essential logistics inherent to the position’s
success. So please, elect you a man who can do both.

Vyas Saran

Also, they will be a huge coward when you yell at them to change the music at whatever event they
host, so you can be sure you will get your way. Everyone wins with Vyas!

Candidate for Accessibility Representative (One Position)

Emmett Rogers

Hi everyone, my name is Emmett (they/them). I’m currently in 2L and I’m running to be the LSS
Accessibility Rep. I got involved in anti-oppressive activism in my undergrad. This year I served as
the upper year rep on the Equity and Diversity Committee and co-president of OUTLaws.
To me, accessibility involves more than physical access. Ensuring accessibility requires achieving
physical, social, and financial access for all students. Law school is already difficult. It doesn’t need
to be made more difficult by barriers to access, so let's change that.

Candidate for Sports and Clubs Representative (One Position)
Jordan is passionate about sports and has been a dedicated member of the Intramural Soccer and
Futsal teams. He knows how important it is to stay physically active and socially engaged during the
school year. That’s why he plans to work hard to keep all your favourite sports teams and clubs
running smoothly.

Jordan Sperling

Candidate for 1L Representative (One Position)
Hi everyone! Most of you may know me but for those that I have not had the chance to meet, my
name is Katie and I am a 1L JD student. I am hoping to be elected as the summer 1L rep so I can
work with the wonderful Maddie and Brendan to help give the incoming 1L class the same amazing
orientation that we had! Let me share the love with all with the sweet sweet new 1L angels!

Katie Lay
Candidate for 2L Articling Representative (One Position)
Hey! My name is Recky Lai and I’m originally from Vancouver. I did my undergrad at UBC in
economics. In my spare time, I like to play board games with friends and discover new restaurants
(I’m always open to recommendations!). I love event planning and had a lot of experience doing it
during my undergrad. As your articling representative, I will work hard to plan events that will allow
all of you to have the best opportunity to connect with firms of all sizes and specializations.

Recky Lai

Candidate for 2L Career Options Representative (One Position)
Lauren Sutherland received her B.A. and M.A. with High Distinction in English Literature from the
University of Toronto and is looking forward to starting her second year of law school at the
University of Victoria. While studying at the University of Toronto, Lauren worked as a staff writer
for Munch magazine, an Editorial Associate for the Acta Victoriana literary journal and as an
Editorial Intern for Flare magazine. Upon graduation, Lauren worked for the student recruitment
start-up, TalentEgg. In this role, Lauren worked closely with employers to advertise job opportunities
to students and facilitate networking and skill-building events.

Lauren
Sutherland

Candidates for 3L Representatives (Two Positions)

Afsana Allidina

Hi everyone! For those of you who don’t know me, I’m Afsana and I’m running to be one of your 3L
reps. Some things about me – I’m currently a 2L, I am from Ontario, I enjoy playing piano, and I am
a bit of a Harry Potter nerd. I had a great experience serving on the LSS this year as the General
Secretary, and hope to continue giving back to the Fraser community next year. I was required to be
very organized in my role of secretary this year, and believe that I can bring the same organization
and competency to the 3L rep role, such as coordinating the clothing sales. I also have experience in
event planning, including my role as the Pro Bono Students Canada Events Coordinator this year,
which would serve me well in planning the grad banquet. Most importantly, I want to make sure that
all of your voices are heard! As 3L rep, I want to ensure that all feel welcome and are represented in
our Law Students Society. Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions or
suggestions!

My name is Chelsea, and I am so excited to be running for this position on the LSS. I have a bit of a
background in event planning and ordering clothing/swag items from retailers. I want to be able to
make a difference to the lives of UVic Law students and would love to help ensure that the class of
2020 enjoys their last year at Fraser.

Chelsea Boucher
Candidate for Exchange Term Committee (One Position)
Hello, my name is Fiona and I’m running for the Exchange Term Committee position. While I’m
ineligible to go on exchange as a transfer student (no hard feelings), I remember how fun it was to
study abroad in undergrad. In my final year at UBC, I worked at the exchange office as a student
assistant. Once students were nominated for exchange, I researched on how to apply to
approximately 200 partner institutions and then communicated these instructions to outbound
exchange students. I believe that my previous experiences in working with partner institutions,
exchange students, and exchange applications would benefit me immensely in this role at UVic Law.
Thank you for your consideration.

Fiona Wong

Candidates for Faculty Appointments Advisory Committee (One Position)
My name is Samuel Geisterfer and I am a member of the first cohort of the JD/JID program. I am
originally from Treaty 6 territory on the traditional lands of Cree, Blackfoot, Metis and numerous
other peoples. The English name of this place is Edmonton, though the English translation of the
Cree name is Beaver Hills House. I am of Dutch ancestry and my mother also grew up in Edmonton
while my father grew up in London, Ontario.
Should you elect me to the Academic Appointments Advisory Committee, I will do everything in my
power to ensure that the transparency and opportunities for student engagement in the appointment
process shown by this year’s representative, Corbin Greening, continues.

Samuel
Geisterfer

I believe that I have the skills and experience necessary to ensure that I advocate in this position on
behalf of the students of Fraser Hall, and not myself. I have worked with student advocacy
previously while studying at both the University of Calgary and l’Institut de Sciences Politiques de
Paris and believe that I offer a good balance of willingness to speak, and a willingness to listen.
If elected to this committee, I will bring with me a firm commitment to an intersectional approach in
the appointments process and emphasizing that equity and diversity are of vital importance to all
students.
If you would like to discuss my qualifications and specific roles that I have previously held that are
relevant to this position, I am more than happy to do so (email me at sgeisterfer@gmail.com and I
will happily specify experiences in detail) but I hope that my ethos comes through in this platform
more than anything.
Thank you for your consideration, and more than anything VOTE!

“Gavin failed to submit a bio/platform, but I’m sure they are a nice person!”

Gavin Marchak

Candidate for Equity and Diversity Committee (One Position)
My name is Joannie and I am a first-year student from Richmond, BC. I attended the University of
Toronto for my undergraduate degree and I majored in International Relations and Contemporary
Asian Studies. After 4 years away from home, I chose to go to UVic Law for its collegiality as well
as its proximity to family….also the trees look a lot happier here compared to the ones in Toronto.
This year I have been involved with the Pan-Asian Law Society and Pro Bono Students Canada. I’m
passionate about access to justice initiatives as well as introducing intersectional and diverse
perspectives to the field of law. When I’m not studying, I like to swim, cook, hang out with friends,
and watch Korean dramas.

Joannie Fu

Candidate for Library Committee (One Position)
“Alexa failed to submit a bio/platform, but I’m sure they are a nice person!”

Alexa Benzinger

Candidate for Financial Aid Committee (Two Positions – One 1L and One 2L)
My name is Joannie and I am a first-year student from Richmond, BC. I attended the University of
Toronto for my undergraduate degree and I majored in International Relations and Contemporary
Asian Studies. After 4 years away from home, I chose to go to UVic Law for its collegiality as well
as its proximity to family….also the trees look a lot happier here compared to the ones in Toronto.
This year I have been involved with the Pan-Asian Law Society and Pro Bono Students Canada. I’m
passionate about access to justice initiatives as well as introducing intersectional and diverse
perspectives to the field of law. When I’m not studying, I like to swim, cook, hang out with friends,
and watch Korean dramas.

Joannie Fu
Candidates for Curriculum Committee (Two Positions – One 1L and One 2L)
Hi everyone! I’m Meg and it’s nice to meet you. Before joining the island life here at UVic, I grew
up in Ontario and then moved to France before settling in Calgary and working in HR. In my oh-soplentiful free time I like to ski and rock climb at a consistently mediocre level. If you’ve seen me
around Fraser High you’ll know of my incredible ability to trip on flat surfaces and to consume
caffeine at an inhuman speed.

Meg Monteith

Zephi Kramer

The curriculum committee is something that will impact students for years to come and so I want to
hear from each and every student about what you want to see in our curriculum moving forward.
What do you think will keep our graduates competitive? How do you think we can best prepare
students for a variety of legal careers? What changes do you want (or dread) for future first year
students? I view this role as an advocate for the students and so if you have thoughts at all about the
UVic curriculum or legal education in general, please reach out and I’d be happy to chat!

Hi! I’m Zephi, and I’m excited at the prospect of joining the Faculty committee for curriculum
review. I am very interested in ensuring that our student body receives a diverse and beneficial array
of classes next year. I have served on committees in my past experiences, and have not been shy of
offering my opinion and ensuring that the views I represent are incorporated. I have also done many
years of competitive debate, where thinking about interesting topics of debate was one of the main
features of competing, so I have spent a lot of time thinking about how we learn and think. I have
also taught debate to kids, and so have had to structure full curriculums myself! If elected, I would
dedicate my time to this position as a priority, as well as seeking feedback on the classes that all
students would like to see. I would ensure that our curriculum is well rounded, and reflects the
subjects we wish to learn. I am also working on consistency in evaluation methods, so that it is not
the case that some students write many papers in their courses in first year, while others do not (as
we are placed in classes without our control). I have a lot of ideas, and am excited to share them if
given the chance! Thank you!

Admissions Committee (Three Positions – Three 2Ls)
“Diana failed to submit a bio/platform, but I’m sure they are a nice person!”

Diana Borges

Hi everyone! My name is Nicole Cooper and I am a 2L, almost 3L. I am running for a position on
the Admissions Committee! I had the opportunity to see what an incredible position this is last year
as my roommate and now UVic Law alum sat on the Discretionary Committee. She developed such
interesting insight on the reasons why individuals choose to go to law school and the complex paths
that lead them here. This past summer I worked as a research assistant at UVic Law and got to
interact with many professors on a close basis. Considering this is a Faculty Committee position, I
believe my rapport with profs will be an asset and allow for greater collaboration. I would love the
chance to participate on the Committee and work towards admitting a whole new crew of passionate,
unique, and whip smart 1Ls!

Nicole Cooper
Greetings,
My name is Preet Dhaliwal and I am a second-year law student. Prior to enrolling in law school, I
worked as an Office Manager in a manufacturing company for over four years. Additionally, I spent
three years teaching business at a high school in the Fraser Valley. These positions enabled me to
develop and solidify my management and organizational skills. In addition, I gained excellent
prioritizing and administrative skills, which can be easily transferred to other positions. I currently
volunteer as a Health and Wellness representative for the Law Students’ Society and as a team
member for Pro Bono Students Canada. In my spare time, I love watching movies, snowboarding,
cooking, going to the gym, and spending time with my loved ones.
Let’s work together for a better tomorrow for everyone.

Preet Dhaliwal

Thank you for your time and support!
Preet Dhaliwal, BBA, B.Ed., JD Candidate 2020

Hello, my name is Fiona and I’m a candidate for the Admissions Committee. I am currently working
as a student clerk in the Admissions Office, where I helped process over 1000 applications in all
categories for next year’s incoming class (2019). By natural extension, I’ve always wondered how
these applications are evaluated by the Admissions Committee after I assemble and hand them off. I
also feel that as a recent transfer applicant, my familiarity with admission policies could help me
excel in this position. Next year, I would appreciate the opportunity to play a more significant role in
the admissions process, in addition to my existing position as a student clerk. Thank you for your
consideration.

Fiona Wong

